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i Kruise Among tli@ Windward Islands. 



LETTER I. 

Steamship Barracouta. 
Lon. 64° 3^ Lat. 23°. Second Month 24th, 1885. 

Dear Friend. — ^^In response to thy piece of pleas- 
antry in appointing us as "special correspondents for 
*The Friend/" I commence a few lines from the region 
of the trade winds, something over 1000 miles from 
Philadelphia, in the centre of a perfect and well defined 
circle of the deep blue waters of the sea, whose depths 
are ten thousand feet and thousands more, and whose 
little peaks the passing breeze adorns with the purest 
white. 

Our party consists of my wife, whose motive in go- 
ing is rather that she may be with her husband than 
for a love of the voyage, our friend S. R. H. from 
Greenwich, who hopes that a warmer clime may the 
l)etter agree with her health, our niece M. P. E., who 
came because invited, and is ever ready for new scenes 
of nature, and lastly thy correspondent, whose errand 
has a partial basis in commercial interests, and the 
remainder in an enjoyment of viewing new countries 
and varied nationalities. 

About noon of the 19th we backed into the East 
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4 A CRUISE AMONG 

river, ran under Brooklyn bridge, left the little band, 
who, with tearful eyes, and shivering frames in the icy 
air, waved our companions farewell, rapidly receding 
from the snow-clad streets and houses of New York, 
and parting with the pilot, our last connecting link 
with our homes, we were " oflF/' 

The " evil of the sea,'' as the French term it, over- 
took most of the women passengers by the time the 
shades of evening came, and reduced their enjoyment, 
but did not prevent reasonable sleeping ; the night was 
clear, but the morning came with an easterly snow 
st4)rm, and the dread of the mariner, foggy weather, 
reduced the engine to the "dead slow;" increasing the 
lookout force on bridge and wheel and bow, as the cool 
winds of the storm drove the vapor from the warm 
waters of the Gulf-stream and thickened the atmos- 
phere more or less through the day. The wind rose 
in the afternoon, and the fog cleared, but the seas also 
rose, and soon we had a heavy storm behind us as the 
storm went round first to the north and later to west 
of north. We have seen the sea in its gmndeur, and 
our ideas of the Gulf stream being always mild, proved 
very erroneous, as we had all the waves we wanted, but 
it would have been far more serious and inconvenient, 
had the direction been reversed. 

The Barracouta is a staunch vessel of steel, built 
especially for the West India and Demerara trade, and 
carries 1600 tons of sugar. The motion of the ship in 
the heavy seas is very easy, without jerking or " kick- 
ing,'' as it is sometimes termed. 

The Windward Islands or lesser Antilles, lie about 
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THE WINDWARD ISLANDS. 5 

13 degrees east of Philadelphia; and St. Christopher, 
or, as generally termed for brevity, "St. Kitts," is 
about 23J degrees south ; the southing however is in 
much greater proportion than these figures, the degrees 
measured on the 40th parallel being much shorter than 
those on a meridian line. On leaving Sandy Hook, 
the ship was pointed directly for Sombrero Light, an 
island light house about 90 miles due north of St. Kitts, 
the course being south 18 degrees East. The captain, 
however, preferred running before the heavy north- 
wester, and in a day or two changed for a more south- 
ern course. 

After the Gulf stream, we reached the Doldrums, 
the space between the north Atlantic winds and the 
trades, a region less enjoyed by sailing-ships than steam- 
ers, because of the winds being more important for the 
progress of the former. A flying fish was seen by one 
of our company on the 22nd, they were quite plentiful 
yesterday, and one landed on board to-day. A beau- 
tiful little creature 7 inches long in body, 5 inches in 
wings, deep blue on back, shading down at the side, 
and white underneath. We fished for Gulf weed with 
a twine string, a tenpenny nail, and a few pieces of 
wire, and secured some specimens of interest. 

We have passed no vessels on our route so far, ex- 
cepting one steamer, which replied to our white and 
red light by throwing up red, white, and red balls, 
showing that it was a steamer of the Lamport and 
Holt line from Eio to New York. 

Alone on the trackless waters, it seems an act of 
temerity to attempt to find a specific point fifteen hun- 
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6 A CRUISE AMONG 

dred miles in the distance; and well did the poet put 
in the prayer of the Breton sailor — 

" For my little barque is so very small, 
And thy ocean is so great." 

It is in accord with the Divine harmony that all 
nations should be of a common brotherhood; peaceful 
intercourse is a promotive of this, and by the wonder- 
ful gift of the Creator of the instinct of the magnetic 
iron, and the unfailing motions of the heavenly bodies, 
man is enabled to pass from sea to sea, and to visit the 
isles that are afar off. 

A fellow passenger, as she looked out upon the 
ocean, said she wondered how any one could view it, 
and doubt the existence of a Creator ; and truly it 
must be a low type of intellect and religious feeling, 
which can traverse the mighty waters, and fail to real- 
ize that day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto 
night showeth knowledge. 

Dear Thomas Chalkley, that " Gentlest of skippers ; 
rare sea saiiit/^ as Whittier terms him, made some nine 
voyages in these waters; first as passenger in 1701, in 
the " Abraham,^' on the errand of his Divine Master, 
and afterward as passenger, purser, and master, through 
the constraints of business, that he might provide for 
his family things honest in the sight of all men, and 
in the love of the gospel, which was ever uppermost 
with him. There were no swift-going steamships in 
that generation, with luxurious conveniences for ocean 
travel, and he had but little enthusiasm for a life on 
the ocean wave, for, he says : " crossing the seas was 
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THE WINDWABD ISLANDS. 7 

always troublesome to me, being sickly, especially in 
windy and stormy weather. The confinement was worse 
to me for the time than a prison, for it would be much 
easier to me to be in prison on land, on good account, 
than in prison at sea. I always looking on a ship to 
be a perilous prison, though it was my lot to be much 
therein." 

In his very instructive and enjoyable journal he 
recites many trials and afflictions of various kinds, 
above which his Christian life enabled him to rise; 
and to the perils of the sea were added, in those days, 
the terrors of privateers, which went about seeking 
whom they might devour, a peril from which we are, 
at present, happily exempt, though how soon the 
wickedness of the nations will let loose this scourge 
again, is only known to Him who will allow the vices 
of man to reap their own harvest of death, as He chooses 
to permit. 

Thy friend, T. E. 
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LETTER 11. 

At Anchor off Basse Tebbe, St. Christopher's Isi*and. 

Second Month 26th, 1885. 

Late in the evening, with a company of enthusiastic 
lovers of plants and flowers, who have converted oor 
dining saloon into a sort of " Botany Bay," adorned 
the tables with exquisite roses, including the beautiful 
Marechal Niel, filling the air with the sweetest of odors, 
and who are busily filling book and press with the other 
trophies of the day, I resume my account of the 
" Cruise." 

The twenty-fifth dawned upon us with a clear sky, 
and a fine breeze prevailing all day, the sailing was of 
the most delightful character, and was greatly enjoyed, 
for though there was considerable motion of the vessel, 
it was in regular sweeps, and the passengers were little, 
if any, disturbed by it, and the moonlight in the even- 
ing made it difiicult to leave the deck when bed-time 
came, so great was the pleasure of sailing. Tempera- 
ture 76° throughout the day. We passed Sombrero 
Island, a lonely, desolate rock, a mile, more or less, 
across, utilized only for the soft veins of the rock, 
which are valuable for the Phosphate of Lime con- 
tained in them ; since then we have been sailing on 
the Caribbean Sea. 

Some time in the night the ship came to anchor in 
the harbor of Basse Terre, St. Christopher, and when 
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THE WINDWARD ISLAND. 9 

we reached the deck this morning, the scene before us 
was worthy of rapturous description. A week before, 
we had left snow-clad streets and icy waters and pierc- 
ing air, but now our eyes rested upon a tropical town, 
surrounded by the green fields of sugar-cane in its 
brightest hue, stretching back in the rising ground as 
far as the slopes admitted of cultivation, with " Mon- 
key Hill" in more sombre color on the left, and farther 
on Mount Misery, 3000 feet high, filled in the land- 
scape, while sweeping around the tops of the hills, as 
from a central point, this view of surpassing beauty 
and grandeur was completed on the right with Nevis 
Island and its cloud-capped mountain. 

A fleet of lighters and a band of black men under 
the generalship of a fatherly leader were attacking our 
ship, and soon were hoisting the shooks out of our hold 
and were loading their craft ; while on the other side 
"boat, sir!" "boat, sir!" greeted the passengers who 
looked over the rail, from a smaller fleet of smaller 
craft. 

Chartering a boat for the day, for the not very 
moderate price of a shilling per head, per trip, each 
way, I made an early trip for the Cable Office, and 
some other matters, and after breakfast we all went 
ashore for the day. 

The town is quaint, streets not wide, and pavements 
very narrow, so that the principal foot-path or stand- 
ing-place is the carriage-way. These are macadam- 
ized, nicely rounded, and, if not well swept, are for 
some reason, very clean. 

Around the circular Plaza is a row of cabbage palms. 
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10 A CRUISE AMONG 

which attract the stranger's notice ; their trunks gray 
for two-thirds the height, gracefully sloping, and shad- 
ing to the shaft of exquisite green, then branching out 
in the beautiful boughs and leaves. 

The people appeared contented, but sadly unem- 
ployed, and spent much of the time in the streets. 
Their speech is nominally English, but there is a 
jabber in it, the origin of which we could not guess, 
which makes conversation, and procuring of informa- 
tion very difficult. Some of the merchants are Portu- 
guese, some English, and the balance colored ; but 
their color is not against their capacity, and nearly all 
the clerks are mulattoes of marked aptness and refine- 
ment. 

The shoemakers sit in front of their counters and 
work, and many shoes must be made, as there were a 
number of shops with several at work in each. Most 
of the population do not seem to require shoes ; but as 
we only saw them on a week-day, we cannot speak for 
them when "dressed up." 

The houses are rather closely built, and the yard and 
garden walls are of stone, which has an oppressive look, 
and seems out of keeping with the climate. Most of the 
buildings have a stone base, sometimes to the second 
floor; the balance of wood, the better to stand the 
earthquakes. No cellars are dug. 

The colored policemen look quite stylish in their 
blue flannel or woollen uniforms. One asked my name 
on first landing ; another, later, asked for tracts, which 
I had not at the moment, but supplied later in the day. 
There is a great avidity for them among the poor peo- 
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THE WINDWARD ISLANDS. 11 

pie, but whether from a desire for good reading, or 
becaaee of a scarcity of any reading at all among them, 
we do not know. 

Drinking houses are numerous, and the patronage 
of them we fear is general, though we saw no drunken- 
ness, and not many in the shops. 

We were much looked at, and some followed us, 
partly for the purpose of looking, and partly to render 
us services as guides, and pick up rewards for little 
oflBces in carrying bundles. 

We were unable to secure a carriage holding four, 
but contented ourselves with two one-seated buggies, 
the lai^er of which took in the owner on a box ; the 
other was too small, and was driven by M. & S., who 
were aided by a self-appointed servant to run behind, 
who proved valuable to them in carrying the whip 
and procuring trophies of vegetation. 

The horses were small and spare, and sorry-looking, 
but developed surprising endurance and spirit for their 
looks. 

Our ride lay for several miles along the fine road, 
32 miles long in all, which skirts the island. There 
are no roads over the hills, the country being too rug- 
ged for cane cultivation in the central parts. The 
road is macadamized, and kept in good order ; averages 
about 150 feet above the sea, and thus commanding 
ocean and mountain views with the beautiful cane 
fields of the sugar estates on either side, on the lower 
and upper slopes, with variations at every turn, pre- 
sents to the stranger traveller features of absorbing in- 
terest. Our cup of enjoyment was filled quite to the 
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brim throughout the ride, and as we looked behind 
occasionally to see if all went well with our junior pair 
in the rear vehicle, we noted by their countenances 
that their's was running over. 

The drawback of the excursion was the difficulty of 
obtaining information from our driver, through the 
stuntedness of his mind, and the want of perspicuity 
in his dialect, but he pointed out to us the Tamarind 
Tree, the " Kid Reviver," the Date, the Almond and 
the Cocoanut. We feel no certainty of accuracy in his 
information, but we had full entertainment in what we 
could see for ourselves as we rode along. 

A starch merchant with lithe form and graceful 
swing, came cheerily past us with her merchandise on 
her head, crying her ware to the different residences, 
and many a woman with Yams and other vegetables 
raised on their little patches in the mountains, passed 
on to the town for a market, and a man and woman 
in a three-shafted cart with a pair of donkeys trotted 
gaily in the same direction, while managers or men, 
with little horses underneath, and big umbrellas over- 
head, were passing on the main road and cross-road 
on their various errands. 

The sugar-making has about commenced, and the 
smoke of the various boiling houses dotted the land- 
scape : loads of cane were wending their way here and 
there to the crushers, and on the road many a six ox 
cart or tray was going after or returning with loads of 
cooperage from the town. The carts are heavy, and 
their wheelwrighting rather rude; the felloes are not 
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THE WINDWARD ISLANDS. 13 

true arcs of a circle, nor were the tires wrought on a 
pattern drawn by a Michael Angelo. 

The soil appears sandy and rich ; the plowing is deep 
and the slips of cane are planted in the hollows not in 
the hills. Women do the weeding, and the planting 
on St. Kitts is done every second year. 

The old wind-mill towers remain as monuments of 
a slower age, and with their moss-grown surfiices add 
a pretty feature to the scenery. Beside the road grows 
the Perriwinkle and the Jessamine — the latter not the 
sweet scented of our Floridas, and Balsam Apples were 
gathered — old familiar friend for relieving bruises in 
juvenile days. 

We stopped a moment at a sugar-works, but time 
being limited, deferred observing details for another 
opportunity further south. 

A substantial lunch at the hotel introduced us to the 
St. Christopher oranges, which we should deem too 
green to be good, but the interior dispelled any doubts; 
we also had the well-named Custard Apple. 

Visiting the Photographers for memorials of the Is- 
land, we passed on to the Public Garden, where a fine 
collection of roses were blooming. Divers Palms are 
to be seen, and a variety of other trees, among them 
what they call the Evergreen, which we are told is 
really a species of " Banyan," and that the roots once 
drooped from the branches. 

A casual circumstance gave us a visit to the garden 

and a call in the residence of a prominent merchant ; 

a rare treat, as the domestic life of a country is more 

interesting than the hotel life, and is not always within 

2 
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reach of travellers. The situation, just at the edge of 
the town, was delightfully chosen, commanding in 
front of the house a beautiful ascending valley, with 
Monkey Hill and Mount Misery in full view, and in 
the rear, falling away to the sea, with a full view of 
the harbor. Entering by the front door, the first 
apartment was a sort of sitting or lounging lobby, 
narrow but long, the length being across the doorway: 
this opened into the drawing-room, a large room ele- 
gantly but suitably furnished, mostly fine cane work : 
a rug covering the centre: the farther side opened upon 
a sea view, and from the front door poured in a re- 
freshing breeze of pure mountain air. The drawing- 
room connects with a large and airy dining-room. 
On two sides, or perhaps at the angles of the dining- 
room were chambers, and still further on in a corner 
of the house was a bathing-pool room. The cooking 
and house-work were relegated to out buildings. The 
host and hostess received us cordially, and the air of 
the place was that of comfort, luxury, and refinement, 
and was a pretty picture of what was attainable in the 
West Indies in the line of elegant living. 

Our dinner at the hotel at 6J o'clock was welcome : 
the fish course was the Carvallo, a large and choice 
eating fish, and although the table had but ten of the 
ship's company and four others, two chickens had been 
cooked, a very large ham, a whole lamb, and a sirloin 
of beef. Of the company, two were highly educated 
and refined mulattoes. The one who sat beside nae 
was a young man in the Government service, whose 
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company and store of information on any point in- 
quired into^ added much to the satisfaction of the meal. 
In our walks, I visited the library and reading-room. 
There were some solid works, but mostly trash. A 
gift from the Queen of one of her publications, was 
exhibited with interest. We left some books and a 
bundle of tracts, which were well received. After 
dinner we reached our ship, and receiving a long speech 
from our boatman, which would have been interesting 
if it could have been interpreted, we parted with the 
people of St. Kitts. 
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LETTER III. 

Off the Grenadines, between Barbadoes and Grenada. 

Third Month 3d, 1885. 

The inability of the ship to discharge cargo as rapidly 
as was desired at Barbadoes, gives us a day of rest at 
sea. It is the aim of the ship to make a port in the 
morning and leave at night, and thus we have had the 
Islands of St. Christopher, Antigua, Martinique and 
Barbadoes successively upon our hands for visiting; 
each a world of marvels of creation and of distinctive 
features of domestic life ; giving us little time for note- 
books, and none for letters, and we do not regret that 
Grenada is pastponed for to-morrow. 

In my last letter, I omitted an important and recent 
incident in the history of St. Cfiristopher's Island, the 
great flood of 1880. 

As I stood on the steps of the hotel, my guide, who 
could hardly restrain his tears in his recital, pointed 
out the course of one of the torrents which ploughed 
out the street six feet deep, more or less, undermining 
the houses, and drowning many of the inhabitants. A 
large part of the town was covered for several feet with 
the debris of the flood, and the line of beach was filled 
out 60 feet in front of the Custom House and adjacent 
parts. 

There had been a drizzling rain in the afternoon, 
which increased in the evening, but not to an extent to 
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attract unusual attention ; and the inhabitants are at a 
loss to account for the vast volume of water which 
came down from Monkey Hill in various directions. 
The suggestion has been made that there was a cloud- 
burst or water-spout discharged in the night, as the 
damage was all done between 10 p m. and 2 a. m. 
On our return from our ride, on the 26th ultimo, we 
were shown the monument at the cemetery, on which 
was this inscription : " Sacred to the Memory of those 
who perished in the Flood in Basse Terre, St. Christo- 
pher's, on the 12th of January, 1880, and commemo- 
rative of that awful visitation in which 231 persons 
lost their lives, of whom 101 are buried here.'' 

We are agreeably surprised with the climate of these 
islands and waters. It resembles that of our pleasant- 
est summer weather. The thermometer rises at noon 
to about 82°, but the constant trade wind, day and 
night, prevents oppressiveness, and the atmosphere 
almost merits being called invigorating. We dress a 
little warmer than in our own summers, but this is 
partly because our systems have been accustomed to 
the winter's cold, and we can bear more clothing than 
can probably be carried after a longer continuance in 
the warmer weather. The sun is hot, but we are care- 
ful to keep covered with umbrella and carriage top. 
We regret that we are presented daily with the alterna- 
tive of foregoing sight-seeing or of disregarding the 
caution to avoid exertion and exposure in the middle 
of the day ; but, as is usual with human nature, incli- 
nation wins over good advice. 

The people do not show physical and climatic de- 
2* 
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generation, but develop more than average strength 
and activity. The blacks are reported lazy, but the 
cause is not for want of muscular power ; and it is true 
that the women seem prematurely old. 

We are told that the difference between summer and 
winter is slight, being mainly a question of breeze — 
there being a little less wind in summer than now. 
The merchants are a fine class of people, well educated, 
generous, refined and hospitable, and, we believe, are 
sincere in the expressions of those to whom we have 
letters, of the pleasure it would give them to take us 
to their homes. Did our time on shore permit, we are 
sure we would like to see the mode of living in the 
Islands in every phase. 

So far we have little or no annoyance from the in- 
sect life ; we have seen two mosquitos, but, from marks 
on some of us, we have been greeted by some mischiev- 
ous sand fieas. 

We reached St. Johns, Antigua, early on the morn- 
ing of Second Month 27th. The town lying at the 
head of a bay of shoal water, the anchorage is a mile 
or two distant, and the steam-launch of the Health 
Officer and Harbor Master is used by the passengers 
going ashore. Several went ashore on the early trip 
to order breakfast for their parties. The harbor is a 
pretty one, with high rocks and hills around it and 
rising ground beyond — the scenery, according to a 
fellow-traveller, being like that of Wales. The soil is 
said to be light, and the product of the Island about 
15,000 hogsheads of sugar. Earthquakes are preva- 
lent, and years ago a very disastrous one occurred. 
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The Health Officei* said that whenever there was a 
motion of any unusual duration, it was easy to detect 
the persons who were living at the time of the severe 
one by their anxiety. He further stated, that the fine 
church building before us was a wooden one within 
stone walls, giving the appearance of a stone building, 
but that if the walls should fall the wooden structure 
would remain. 

We reached the landing, and were greeted by numer- 
ous blacks, anxious to assist us with bundles, &c. They 
are not well employed. A good-looking, capable girl 
of 26, in the course of the morning, asked some of the 
passengers to take her to New York, saying that the 
strong men were idle in the streets for want of work, 
and that she, a strapping girl, as she termed herself, 
could get nothing to do ; that she could cook and do 
sewing. She was neatly dressed, and the tale was 
pitiful. 

We rode through the narrow and well-kept streets 
of the town, but not so nice as those of Basse Terre, 
St. Kitts, and thence five miles out in the country. 
Steam plows are used, and wide furrows or ditches pass 
through the fields to carry ofi* the water of the heavy 
rains, and the land is manured. We halted to inquire 
of three women who were hoeing the ground, what 
their wages were, and were told it was three shillings 
per week. Numerous donkeys were passed on the 
road, with panniers of various descriptions, from a 
wooden box with a big notch in it to let in the spine 
of the donkey, to a more elaborate hoop-iron frame- 
work, which went over the back, turned up at the sides. 



Digitized by 



Google 



20 A CRUISE AMONG 

and, for down hill travel, was secured by a swingletree 
under the animal's tail. The working people appear 
more or less fond of style in costume ; a sugar planter 
was covered with a high silk hat of narrow brim, and 
our driver had ornamented his hat with a peacock 
feather. 

The sugar cane seemed flourishing, as if the soil was 
productive, though thin ; one field was very dense, and 
10 or 12 feet high. Some of the ground was not 
planted, which our driver explained was owing to the 
want of money in the sugar business. Sugar has been 
disastrously low for two years past through the lK)nus 
for the beet root sugar, and the exclusion of the cane 
sugar by the Germans and French ; but it seemed a 
pity that there should be idle men in the streets of the 
city, while there was ground untilled in the country. 

Along the road the landscape was pointed by the 
ever beautiful palm trees ; now as a lone sentinel on 
some promontory seen from afar, — now in a beautiful 
grove in the valleys, — and at the end of our drive we 
met with the mahogany tree. 

There was little else to note as we returned, except 
the considerateness of a woman who had charge of a 
small beast and cart, who had evidently loaded up her 
head with a good part of the freight and put the rest 
in the cart. 

We visited the market, where the women were 
squatted by the side of their little piles of produce, 
the price of which was 4d. each. We purchased three 
medium sized oranges for a penny, and were presented 
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by a companion with a dozen better sized ones, which 
cost him 8d. 

The water of Antigua is not so good as the mountain 
streams of St. Kitts, and though they have cistern 
water, we procured boiled water cooled down by ice. 

There is a better library and reading-room than at 
St. Kitts, and it is in charge of a man of religious 
feeling, who interested us. He soon picked up our 
speech, and said to me, "Hast thou a family?" the 
first we had heard of the familiar tongue from strangers 
since leaving our native land. 

We left soon after noon in the launch for the ship, 
and at 3 p. m. resumed our voyage, with a lively breeze 
and a charming sea, bound for Martinique. 



Digitized by 



Google 



22 A CRUISE AMONG 



LETTER IV. 

S. S. Barbacouta, Harbor of St. Georges, Grenada, 

Third Month 4th, 1885. 

We arose early on the morning of the 28th ultimo, 
that we might lose nothing that our feeble powers 
could grasp of the exceeding beauty of the sail along 
the northern end of Martinique. 

Beautiful, indeed, from the ship is this island of the 
sea, with its peaks and ridges, valleys and gentle slopes 
all covered with the deep, rich green of the foliage of 
the trees, or by the lighter color of the canefields ; and 
as we passed spur after spur, which terminated abruptly 
in palisade or precipice, and slope after slope between, 
which came to the water's edge, glowing in that morn- 
ing's sunlight, we had a picture which the pen cannot 
give. 

The boats of Martinique being small, our purser 
kindly took us ashore in the ship's boat, and we landed, 
as it were, in an unknown world, with a people of a 
strange language, nominally French, but one that the 
natives of France can hardly understand. The few 
words imperfectly remembered from the French lessons 
of our school days, passed for little in this island dia- 
lect, though they gave us some assistance now and 
then. 

We reached the hotel, and with extraordinary labor, 
made our wants for breakfast known, as we did not 
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wish to wait from our early morniDg ooflFee till eleven 
for a meal. First bread was handed in a basket in 
nice large rolls or small loaves. We had mentioned 
eggs, and a tureen of them in warm water stood before 
us, which we were obliged to ask to be placed on the 
fire awhile for us. The next course was a fine dish of 
beefsteak with radishes; then birds with water-cress 
were served. The luxury of the meal was the next 
course, a dish of French peas, small and delicious, then 
nice strawberries. Little bunches of violets were handed 
in for the ladies of the table. Lastly came fruits, ban- 
anas, star apples, mangoes, &c. We displayed our 
ignorance of a Martinique breakfast by asking for cof- 
fee, and persisting in the request till we got it ; but 
this is not the custom of the place. Coffee is taken in 
bed at six, with bread, and after the evening dinner, 
but not at breakfast. 

The streets of Martinique are about twenty feet wide, 
footwalks about two feet, generally of cement, well laid 
from house wall to edge of gutters ; the gutters are 
about one foot wide and are rather deep ; the balance, 
a carriage-way, is paved with Belgian blocks or cubi- 
cal stones. 

The town is on a hillside which gives a steep de- 
scent towards the harbor ; and the longitudinal streets 
are also located to command a good descent, and are 
not continuous, but break as the topography of the 
land required. 

The island has a plentiful supply of mountain water, 
which is judiciously distributed through public hy- 
drants running at every corner, where the people go 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 A CRUISE AMONG 

for their supplies ; and swift-flowing streams are kept 
running through one or both of the gutters, into which 
all the slops of the houses are emptied. I saw a basket 
of parings and pea shells turned into the gutter, and 
all WTut swiftly away without obstruction. The people 
are careful not to throw anything into the street, but 
to put all refuse matter into this running stream. The 
gutters at the cross streets are covered with cement 
bridges, with long, narrow iron slot-pieces let in, 
through which, iron hooks can be worked to remove 
obstructions. Scavengers of the poorest class of peo- 
ple, men and women, appear to sweep the streets and 
watch the gutters, and thus they are kept admirably 
clean. No cellars are dug, but the first floors are all 
tile, and the alleys and courts paved, so that, with the 
exception of whatever ground is left in the small yards 
for the flowers and trees which peered over the walls, 
the ground is all covered — does not become polluted 
with sewage, and yields a minimum of exhalation. It 
is no wonder that foreigners complain of the dirty 
streets of Philadelphia ; but twenty feet streets woqld 
not answer for our transportation business ; our city is 
not hilly enough, and we cannot spare the Schuylkill 
river to maintain running streams, but we might take 
hints from other places to advantage, and advance on 
our sanitary provisions. The houses are of stone, often 
three stories in height, evidence that the earthquake 
shocks are not severe. The floors are light timbered 
and shake, and not in proportion to the walls. More 
interesting than all these, however, are the people and 
their costumes. They appear strong, vigorous and 
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active; the women are tall, erect, leaning'a little back- 
wards, take a long, firm step, and appear strangers to 
the complaint of weak backs. For attire they wear a 
turban of fancy color, a handkerchief alike fanciful, but 
not the same pattern, over their necks, when in full 
dress ; a white garment of wide o^^ening at the neck, 
which often droops at the edge of a shoulder, a skirt 
of bright pattern from the waist downwards, which 
they hitch into their girdles when carrrying a load on 
their heads, so that their bare feet and limbs are free 
nearly to their knees. In full dress they wear shoes 
and stockings, and are neat and clean and impressive ; 
stately on promenade, and energetic in business; their 
walking powers border on the enviable. The foot- 
walks being very narrow, and the population dense, 
much of the walking is necessarily in the carriagcrway. 

Taking a carriage, we drove through the town ; 
thence along the river to the Botanical Garden. We 
baited in an avenue of trees to watch the women wash- 
ing clothes in the running stream. They stand in the 
water by the side of a big stone which they use for a 
wash-board, and soap and rinse and pound with stones 
and slap on the rock till the process is completed. 
The clothes get a good bleaching in the sun as they 
dry on the grass, with a stone on each corner for a 
clothes-pin. 

Arrived at the Botanical Garden, the wonders of the 
vegetable world were beyond the scope of our finite 
comprehension and limited knowledge. We were not 
able to traverse the whole of it, but walked according 
to our strength, with rests upon the benches at different 
8 
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points. The avenues of tropical trees were grand and 
absorbing. One of Palraistes (the Cabbage Palm), 
carried us to the borders of rapture. And no attempt 
can be made to do justice to the various collections of 
trees and groves, and the vines, and the air plants, and 
the parasites, the towering bamboos, and the Bois im- 
mortelle. 

Returning to the town and resting an hour or more, 
we took a lunch of three sou worth of bread and set off 
at three for the ride to Mont Rouge, five miles distant, 
1300 feet above the sea. The road lay past the Gar- 
den, continuing on up the mountain. It is well built, 
and has been very expensive. A stone wall on the 
lower side extends for most of the distance and for a 
great deal of the upper side. Residences are on either 
side more hidden by the walls than we could have de- 
sired. The air all day was charming, a steady breeze 
blowing, and as the elevation increased it was exhila- 
rating and much like our own mountain air on a sum- 
mer's day. 

Where the mountain side made the wall. Begonias 
and Golden Fern and Lycopodium grew in abundance, 
and many a stop had to be made for gathering them. 
Mountain streams were abundant; a few beautiful cas- 
cades of considerable height enlivened the scenery, and 
a huge over- shot water-wheel for a sugar mill on the 
hillside, with a great excess of water pouring over it, 
stood out in prominence and with picturesque effect. 

The scenery of the mountains and ravines, with now 
and then the ocean in the distance, was fine and deeply 
interesting, and the ride going and returning a con- 
tinual feast. 
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Mout Rouge is a mountain village, a mile, more or 
less, in length, with a large church building, which 
chimed its bells for prayers as we returned. There 
are many shrines built in niches in the wall, and high 
crosses, with figures intended to represent the Saviour, 
at prominent points and at cross-roads, but we could 
not see that the people made any signs of devotion or 
adoration in passing them. 

As we came down the mountain in the cool of the 
day, the better classes of the people were out on veran- 
das or taking a walk, and on the boulevard at the 
town, or going to or returning from their places of 
worship. The Cathedral is near the hotel, and great 
numbers of all classes were in the street for an hour or 
more ; they do not appear to have a set hour, but go 
and stay for a short time. Being now all well dressed, 
their costumes were interesting. The whites dress in 
the usual fashion of the day. Two nicely dressed 
children were accompanied by a servant carrying the 
prayer books. 

As our breakfast had been so inviting, we expected 
our dinner, at six and a half, would be still more 
elegant ; but in this we were disappointed, the breakfast 
being much the better of the two. 

We decided to remain on shore for the night and 
enjoy larger quarters than state rooms afford, and took 
rooms at the hotel. The rooms were of good size and 
each had two large beds in them. The bed covering 
was limited to linen sheets, and each of our party 
reported having arisen in the night and put on part of 
their clothing in order to be warm enough. 
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Coffee and bread were served us in our rooms in the 
morning, and at eleven we breakfasted with a hearty 
meal. 

The town is very orderly and quiet on First-day, 
and the attendance at the Cathedral must be large. A 
sharp gale blew between twelve and one, and some 
little time after a decided earthquake shook the build- 
ings ; but it was not as heavy as the one that passed 
through southeastern Pennsylvania last summer. The 
early morning was showery, but this is a showery coun- 
try, and little showers drop at almost any time and from 
apparently clear skies, so that we do not mind them ; but 
the caution in these latitudes must always be observed to 
be prepared with umbrella and water-proof, and on no 
account to get wet through carelessness. 

There is an inviting bathing establishment in Mar- 
tinique, with bath-tubs built of brick and cement lined 
with tiles. 

We reached the ship shortly aft^r noon, and at three 
were off again on the Caribbean Sea, passing south 
along the island, with its beautiful scenery again in 
view ; the southern end, however, is hardly so pretty 
as the northern, the soil seems thinner and the rocks 
more bare; but there are more beaches and fishing 
villages, and cocoanut trees along the water's ' edge. 
Passing Diamond Rock on the extreme southern end, 
a high rock standing out of the sea, and famous for 
having once been fortified by the English in their wars 
with the French, when it was known as Her Majesty's 
Corvette Diamond Rock, we were soon out of sight of 
beautiful Martinique. 
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LETTER V. 

S. S. Barbacouta, between Trinidad and Demebaba. 

Third Month 7th, 1885. 

Once more on the deep blue waters of the mighty 
Atlantic, we are steadily pursuing our course over the 
furthermost section of our voyage. 

The mercury stands at 80°, and a fine breeze is 
blowing, giving us all that we could ask for in the 
climate. A fine sea is running, which, in the clear 
sunlight, is bright and sparkling, but in the lightened 
condition of the ship, has given more motion than 
some have enjoyed. 

At noon we were 9° 49' nortl^ latitude and 59° 11' 
west longitude. We still see our guiding star of the 
north in the night, but much less in the ascendant than 
we do at our homes. The handle of the dipper is deep 
in the sea in the early evening, and in daytime the 
waterline must almost cover the bowl. As behind us 
droops the northern heavens, the southern firmament 
rises before us with new celestial worlds, more and 
more of the handiwork of Him who created all that is 
in the universe, and who is in all and through all and 
above all. 

Our ship's company is much reduced from the twenty- 
nine who composed it at the start. A man with his little 
boy went ashore at Antigua to look after a sugar estate, 
Two passengers stopped ^t Martinique to make their 
3=^ 
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way to Dominica to look after an estate there. A party 
of five from New York, were so pleased with Marti- 
nique that they gave up the trip to Demerara, hired a 
cottage on Mont Rouge, and will keep house there till 
the return of the ship. Several have stopped at their 
homes in Barbadoes, including one tWt we picked up 
at St. Christophers. We are increased in number by 
a passenger from Grenada, bound for his home in 
Canada, and a lady slightly colored, and her little 
baby, from Barbadoes for Demerara; she sits at our 
table. The distinctions on account of color appear to 
be more nicely drawn in America than elsewhere. 

Resuming the thread of the narrative : We entered 
the harbor of Bridgetown, Barbadoes, enlivened with 
its fifty or sixty sail and nine or ten steamers at anchor, 
early on the morning of Third mouth 2nd, and were 
directed to our own position by the Harbor Master 
with his fine boat with a lateen sail and a crew of oars- 
men besides. Making our way to the hotel, we break- 
fasted at the table, at nine, in old English style, we 
are told, with the landlord presiding at one end and 
the landlady at the other, of the table. Coffee was 
furnished at our order, but we learn they only served 
it in general at seven and at dinner. 

The Bridgetown blacks have an undesirable reputa- 
tion for forwardness and persistence in offering their 
services, and for their expectations of reward for the 
slightest assistance rendered or information given. 
We became quite tired of them, and our refusals to 
employ them when we did not need them grew briefer 
and briefer as our patience waned. 
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Very extensive stores are maintained in Bridgetown, 
and the variety of goods and number of clerks and 
customers are surprising; but a curiosity shop relieved 
us of the most change, and we left orders for a box of 
fragile treasures, mostly from the depths of the sea, 
which we hope will reach the States without too much 
multiplication of parts. 

The building and paving stone of the place is a sort 
of limestone, which makes neat looking structures, and 
a good macadamized road, the latter rather sloppy, with 
a chalky mud when wet with rain or hose. The streets 
are of the narrow type, but well kept, and the typical 
stone walls obscure the gardens. 

We drove to Hastings, a suburb of the town, a 
pleasant village by the sea, two miles out. A bathing 
place is here, consisting of houses built out in the wa- 
ter and reached by a walk on piles. The house for 
women was in good order, but that at a little distance 
for men, was not kept in repair, and it was easier and 
safer to swim outside than among the timbers within. 
The bathing place is protected from sharks by a coral 
reef. The water is very warm, because shallow; very 
salt, and, therefore, delightful for easy floating, and so 
clear that the feet are clearly seen when standing in 
water to the shoulders. 

Some beautiful Portuguese men-of-war, or bladder- 
fish, were sailing around, and a fellow-bather, unaware 
of their means of defence, was severely hurt, and suf- 
fered intense pain for hours; he took hold of one to bring 
it ashore, and found his hand clasped by feelers sent 
out, which were suddenly contracted and shed, leaving 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 A CRUISE AMONG 

them upon his hand and poisoning the skin or blood. 
They are a pest, and we could not complain of people 
we afterwards saw on shore stoning some which had 
l>ecome beached, but they were careful not to venture 
near. 

A large hotel is in course of tedious preparation at 
Hastings, intended for something like three hundred 
guests, and may become quite a resort for visitors from 
the States. 

Our return took us through the quarters of both 
the lowly and the wealthy. A simple structure of a 
room on stilts, or an apartment up a court, seemed to 
answer for the former ; but the latter were in costly 
establishments and fine estates; one lawn shaded by 
palm trees, seemed particularly striking. 

We lunched at the Ice House, a large and well 
appointed restaurant, with the first floor occupied as 
stores, a convenient establishment for sojourners for 
only a day. 

A large amount of business is done in Barbadocs, 
for in addition to supplying a dense population of its 
own, it is a great distributing point for other islands, 
and a central point for vessels seeking freight to call for 
instructions where to go for their cargoes. Barbadoes 
is sometimes called little England, but as none of our 
party have visited great England, we cannot describe 
the resemblance. The harbor lies open to the sea, but 
a stone pier at the shore forms a dock, commonly called 
the *^Carnash," a corruption of a word we did not 
clearly ascertain, and in this shelter all small boats 
land. 
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All unusual sea was on as we rowed out to the ship, 
making our transfer from boat to steamer somewhat 
perilous and rather frightful for our timid ones. It 
increased afterwards, and it was interesting to observe 
the skilfulness of the oflScers when they came aboard, 
leaping into the stairway at the proper moment, with- 
out wetting their feet. It was also worth watching to 
note the process of transferring the cargo, with a pitch- 
ing lighter and a rolling ship. 

Our time at Barbadoes was quite inadequate for a 
satisfactory visit, and we left with the feeling that 
while we had done all that we could, there was too much 
that we failed to accomplish to admit of a sense of 
contentment. 

A railroad ride for some miles from Bridgetown, 
could we have taken it, would have shown us much 
of the interior, its natural and domestic features. 

Very early in the history of the Society of Friends, 
there appears to have been considerable numbers of 
its members in Barbadoes. The records are not very 
full in narrating the circumstance of their first appear- 
ance, whether from convincement or emigration from 
England ; but we learn from Marsh that George Fox 
and twelve other ministers sailed Sixth month 12th, 
1671, in a large yacht, the Industry, carrying about 
fifty passengers, for Barbadoes; and many other Friends, 
as appeara by the Journals, were called to go there on 
religious service, and it would appear that the meetings 
were distributed in different places throughout the 
island. 

It would have been agreeable to have visited the 
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old burying-ground of Friends, and to have searched 
out what traditions and records could now be heard 
and found respecting them, but the circumstances 
obliged us to forego it. 
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LETTER VI. 

Tower Hotel, Geohgetown, Demerara. 

Third Month 10th, 1885. 

From an upper room in the inn, which is here counted 
better than a lower one, overlooking this beautiful chief 
city of British Guiana, with its wide streets and neat 
and ample houses and public buildings, set off by the 
foliage of the trees which rise in patches of verdure 
above the roofs, with hundreds of the ever-graceful 
Palmistes out-topping them all, and gently swaying 
in the morning breeze, we commence our furthermost 
letter. 

Two thousand five hundred and seventy miles from 
New York as the ship came, but a hundred or two or 
three less on great circle sailing, about six degrees only 
removed from the equator, we find a climate of desir- 
able features, a temperature of 75° at night, rising in the 
shade only 7° in the day; the rays of the glorious sun, 
which would make this place unendurable for civilized 
man, being tempered by the continuous flow, through 
day and night, of that great boon of a beneficent Crea- 
tor, the trade wind. 

The third instant, as mentioned in a previous letter, 
we spent at sea. It was a day of grateful and needed 
rest, in which we cruised along the Grenadines, a suc- 
cession of rocky crags and peaks and islands, probably 
nearly all uninhabited. Off Grenada is a large rock 
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pierced with a natural bridge-opening of considerable 
width and great height. Grenada Island is very 
mountainous and hilly, and presents no desirable site 
for a town. St. George, the principal place, seems 
dropped down on the rocks, with two little harbors — 
a rocky peninsula stretching out from the town, divid- 
ing them, the main harbor being on the southernmost 
side. 

A pilot came out and conducted us in, turning us 
round so that we anchored bow out to sea, and made 
fast the stern by cables to the shore, to prevent swing- 
ing. 

Going ashore on arrival near sundown to see what 
should be arranged for the morrow, I found the street 
led me a march first straight up a very steep hill, on 
which no horse and vehicle would be safe, and thea 
straight down again into the market place and main 
part of the towQ. The carriage-way is by a circuitous 
zig-zag roadway. 

Most of the transportation of the town appeared to 
be by hand-carts which slowly toiled up and down the 
steep street; and most of the travel is on horse and 
donkey-back. There appears to be only one main 
road, which, however, extends for a number of miles. 
I saw one private carriage, but presume there are 
more. I could, however, learn of only one that could 
be hired, belonging to a well-to-do butcher of the 
place, and as I engaged it, I thought he chartered it 
more for money than for love. 

At the ship a merchant in her boat brought us some 
mandarines, a s])ecies of orange new to us, of thick 
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greenish skin, flattened at the poles, and when the 
skin is off with a hole running through the centre: the 
pulp is a beautiful red color, very good to the palate. 
She also had limes, nutmegs, ginger, and perhaps other 
articles, and a rather affectionate address of ^* darling 
marster," &c., which had to be taken along with the 
barter. 

Early next morning, having had our coffee and 
biscuit increased by the steward to a moderate break- 
fast, we left the ship at seven and rowed to the old 
stone pier, where we had hoped, from accounts, to see 
beautiful fish ; but there were none to be seen. The 
place is resorted to as a bathing place by men, but is 
dangerous to novices, because of the sea-eggs, a sea 
shell-fish with spikes, which, if trodden upon, break 
off in the feet and inflict great pain, often remaining 
for months till removed by suppuration. Taking our 
carriage, we had a ride over the mountain road for 
about five miles, replete with interest &t every point. 

The verdure is not so rich, or the country so well 
settled, as Martinique, but the scenery, with the ravines 
and glimpses of the sea between the mountains, is pic- 
turesque and very fine. 

The road has been constructed at great expense of 
labor ; and we passed many men and women at work 
repairing and breaking stone for it. 

Grenada is better off than many of the islands, 
through diversified products, rather than depending on 
sugar alone. Nutmegs are raised, but are not sold in 
American markets, because not dipped in lime water 
in preparing. Cacao trees are extensively cultivated, 
4 
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and we passed many a lot of the nuts drying at the 
little cottages by the roadside. 

Numberless women were on the road with their 
produce of various kinds poised on their heads, trav- 
elling along with the easy swing of the islands to and 
from market. We purchased a few bunches of man- 
darines at two-pence per bunch, just one-half what our 
affectionate vendor at the ship had assured us was the 
lowest she could take. We passed in succession sapo- 
dilla, mango, lime and orange trees, the cashew nut, 
with its flavor like a pea-nut, but more delicate and 
more highly prized ; banana plantations, and pine- 
apples, with flowering plants too numerous to mention ; 
and we gathered the bloom of the coffee tree. 

Lunching at the hotel with fish called chasse, for a 
new dish, resembling strips of pig skin, we walked up 
and down the precipitous streets of this queerest of all 
towns, visiting the market place and a store, and re- 
turned to the ship, and steaming out of the snug little 
harbor, were off for Trinidad, with a charming view 
of the island in the light of the setting sun. 

At 1 o'clock, A. M., of the 5th, the captain called us 
for the passage through the Bocas, A peninsula from 
the Spanish main, or Venezuela, stretches out towards 
the northern edge of Trinidad ; a few rocky islands or 
peaks intervene, and between these rocks are passages 
called the Bocas, or serpent's mouth, making narrow 
gateways to the Gulf of Paria, our passage-way being 
less than half a mile in width. 

The morning foUnd Us anchored off of Port of Spain, 
something like a mile in the distance, with muddy 
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waters from the Orinoco, intervening and around us. 
The town is land-locked and thus misses the steady 
flow of the trade wind, and the smoke of the town 
rests over it in the early hours, till the rising sun 
warms the land and brings in the sea breeze to waft it 
away. We promptly went ashore and had our little 
hand satchels carefully inspected by an official — the 
first of enquiring mind we had met on the cruise. 

Buzzards perched upon the roofs or walked about in 
the gutters and streets for their daily bread, in great 
lameness and unity with the people, their safety being 
guaranteed by statute for their good offices as scaven- 
gers ; Johnny Crows they are called, and are rather 
amusing in their ways, and semicircular flights. The 
main street of Port of Spain is very wide, with a cen- 
tral grass-plot ; the houses stone for the first story, and 
sometimes altogether so. 

We started to ride at once for the reservoir, distant 
two miles, our route being first through the town and 
thence along a mountain side in the Mareval Valley, a 
ride of wondrous tropical interest. 

The sun was hot, but cooling airs came down the 
slopes and poured out of every ravine. The most 
striking and the newest features of the vegetation were 
the imposing clumps of great bamboos and the Gru- 
Gru Palms, the latter similar to the Palmistes, but 
with large green berries. The leaves were wet with a 
heavy dew at 10 o'clock, the cooling air of the valley 
depositing the moisture ; it is the first instance of the 
kind we have met with. 

The water-works of the town consist of cement cis- 
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terns into which the river is turned ; but the basins 
seem small, and the supply at the time inadequate for 
so large a town. 

We left the Mareval Valley with a sense of inability 
for description or of conception of its exceeding beauty, 
and the profuseness of the vegetation, distinctly tropi- 
cal in its type and of luxuriant growth. 

We drove to the Botanical Garden surrounding the 
Governor GeneraFs residence, but the plants and trees 
being mostly imported from the East Indies, and our 
interest being more for the features of the West Indies, 
we spent but little time in the Garden. 

It is not customary for visitors to call at the Gov- 
ernor's residence on other than reception days, but 
some fellow-travellers secured admission and desired 
we should accompany them. 

The reception room was beautifully furnished, there 
being an air of plainness about it which added to its 
elegance. The adjoining rooms for parties was by es- 
timation 60 by 100 feet and 30 feet high, with a gallery 
or veranda on the outer side. We had a peep into the 
dining-room, a pleasing sight, with the table set for 
breakfast, adorned with fruits and flowers which only 
the tropics could supply. In succession we passed 
through the hall, with its great but easy stairway ; the 
sitting galleries, with their rolling curtains of fine mat- 
ting, revealing, when raised, a charming outlook ; the 
smoking-room and the billiard-room, and left the 
building impressed with its grandeur, its neatness, its 
tasteful elegance. 

On our return from the ride, we breakfasted at the 
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Ice House, watched the street scenes from the gallery, 
and in other ways passed the afternoon, till the time 
for returning to the ship. 

In Port of Spain we saw coolies for the first time ; 
but those in the town are of the poorest class, porters 
and beggars, and not pleasing in appearance or condi- 
tion. 

We had planned for a sojourn in Trinidad on our 
return from Demerara, but the best hotel had been 
burned about a month ago, and those remaining are 
hardly satisfactory : but, what was of more account, the 
heat of the town through the shutting off' of the trade 
wind, caused us to give up the plan. 

We regret not being able to visit the Pitch lake, 
whence comes much of the asphalt supplying our city, 
but are consoled in failing of this excursion by learning 
that the exertion and heat would be too much for 
women to admit of any enjoyment. 

The steamer sailed at noon on the 6th, but we did 
not go on shore in the morning, as we had compassed 
the town and vicinity, and there was not time for the 
ride to the falls, 15 miles distant. 

We sailed through the Bocas again at two, enjoying 
the passage by daylight, and as we rounded the corner 
of the island, the fresh breeze of the Atlantic- — too fresh, 
in fact, for the hat of one of our company— greeted us, 
and we seemed in another climate. 

Trinidad is mountainous, and we greatly enjoyed 
the sail along the 40 or 60 miles of its northern shore, 
with the ever-changing scenery of the peaks and vaU 
leys, cast irregularly together. 
4* 
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LETTER VII. 

8. S. Barracouta, off Sandy Point, St. Christophers. 

Third Month 18th, 1885. 

We are thus far on our return through the islands, 
and while the ship is prosily taking in the sweets of 
the land, by the many a ton, we pick up the thread of 
our narrative, now far in arrears, because of the hinder- 
ing pleasures, and fields of instruction succeeding each 
other day by day, as we go from port to port. 

The 7th was spent on the ocean, with a lightened 
ship and an uncomfortable roll from a light sea, but at 
an adverse angle ; and the morning of the 8th found 
us off the coast of Demerara, working cautiously to find 
a land-mark, or sight the light-ship off the mouth of 
the river. The land is a mud formation, without 
prominent points, and as the water is shoal enough in 
spaces to ground a ship thirty^five miles from land, 
and consequently out of sight of it, it is not such a 
coast as the mariner enjoys ; but about 9.20 the light- 
ship was found. The pilot soon came on board, and 
by eleven the ship was at the pier of Georgetown. A 
novel experience, both for ship and passengers, awaited 
us, in being boarded by the Police Force under advices 
from the Home Government to be on the alert for sus- 
picious characters and dynamiters, and everything was 
put under strict surveillance ; even cards with orders 
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for hotel rooms were not allowed to be sent ashore till 
submitted to the chief. 

The crew of the ship was mustered and told off, and 
baggage and hand-carries were critically examined. A 
razor-strop of unusual kind was seriously considered ; 
a bag of stationery and memorandums and letters were 
looked into particularly for compromising papers; a 
chalk-ball for removing grease spots, gave anxiety; and 
each man-passenger as he went ashore was requested to 
expose his pockets, and submit to being clapped and 
felt down his sides. 

Our trunk seemed airily situated as, poised on the 
crown of a stiff-necked negro, it marched up the street 
with its owners and companions and aids following in 
the rear, — the procession and baggage resting on the 
fourth floor of the Tower Hotel, where rooms had been 
allotted us, a favor not secured by all who wanted ad- 
mittance, as the travel in these parts is in excess of 
hotel accommodations. 

In the evening we strolled a little in the town, and 
were pleased with the quiet and First-day feeling of the 
place, which holds true of nearly all English colonial 
places, and would be worthy of imitation in many an 
American city. As we passed the Portuguese Cathe- 
dral a procession of children seemed to be passing 
around within the walls of the building, following a 
large cross, pausing at every few steps with kneeling 
and giving responses and singing, the congregation 
kneeling with them. The children's voices were shrill 
and peculiar. 

Our beds were not of " down," but more like hy- 
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draulic pressed straw, but we slept well on them. 
Each bed was furnished with a mosquito net, but we 
were not troubled with them or with flying insects in 
our lighted rooms, as at home in the summer, and the 
windows were kept wide open all night. 

Coffee and toast came to our room at half-past six, 
and then business and shopping was in order, as the 
stores and counting offices are opened early. Nearly 
an hour was spent with our business house. I was re- 
corded at the library and reading-room ; introduced to 
many of the merchants on 'change ; put down at the 
club for its privileges, a superfluous compliment, and 
was back at the hotel for breakfast at half-past nine. 

We amused ourselves in the market-place and the 
stores and streets with the products of the soil, the 
merchandise and the people; we saw hundreds of 
coolies of a better class than those in Port of Spain. 
The men are tall and slender, and as their diet is vege- 
table and light, it is strange they should be strong 
enough for their work. The women are much shorter, 
but are plump without* being large. Their dress is 
very fanciful. A skirt is fastened at the waist, a sort 
of jacket without sleeves meets and covers it, except 
when it does not quite reach; often a kind of sash is 
worn, and always a turban, the material of each being 
of bright flashing colors. They spoil their noses by 
silver ornaments or disfigurements on one side, and 
have large amounts of silver bands on arms and ankles. 

The men sometimes wear trousers, but mostly they 
wear a long white muslin or linen cloth, which is skil- 
fully adjusted, as a pair of pants, with short waist and 
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short legs, and over their bodies they generally wear a 
shirt, which when new is whole, but it isn^t always 
new, and then it has holes of greater or less dimensions. 

At four, a nephew of our friend, and also his chief 
clerk, came with carriages for a drive to a sugar estate, 
and dividing into two parties, with an escort for each, 
we were nicely equipped for obtaining information. 
Leaving the town with its dense population, but not 
overcrowded houses, we entered immediately upon the 
sugar estates. The land being below the sea and river 
level, canals for drainage intersect and divide the fields 
and run by the roadside, and are sluiced out at low water. 
These serve for transportation, as the cartage is done 
by flat-boats for the cane fields, and not, as in the 
Islands, by oxen. The roads are wide and very good, 
being macadamized with burnt clay, and in one section 
for more tha-u a mile, we rode between tall palmistes, 
100 to 150 feet in height, the strangest avenue, the 
grandest shading — if shading it could be c>alled — we 
ever saw. The huts of the coolies lined the road 
through the several estates. They are rude and devoid 
of conveniences, but the people seem to make them- 
selves fairly comfortable with them. 

The estates were not all grinding, but our escorts 
had ascertained that the Providence was working, and 
had arranged for our visit there. This estate cuts 1000 
acres of cane yearly, making from 2000 to 2500 tons 
of sugar, the land belonging to it being about 2000 
acres. The new cane is planted every five years, and 
owing to the state of the land is spaded instead of 
ploughed. About 1000 men, women and children are 



Digitized by 



Google 



46 A CRUISE AM()N(J 

on the estate all the time, with many more called in 
when the crop is gathered. The cane is cut and taken 
to the nearest canal, thence floated in the scows, four of 
which make a drive or one-mule train to the mill. 
Here I counted 15 men unloading the cane into the 
conveyer, by which it was carried up to the first crusher, 
pouring out a lively stream of juice over strainers, which 
a coolie and a boy were keeping clear of the fine sedi- 
ment. The crushed cane drops on to another conveyer, 
which passes it through a steaming box : and at the 
second crushing mill, all the juice that is attempted to 
be secured is extracted, and the cane or bagasse is car- 
ried on to sheds, where it dries, and is used for fuel for 
the boilers and for manure. If mw sugars are made, 
the cane furnishes a surplus of fuel, and the balance 
goes for manure. If the sugars are manufactured into 
the higher grades, it is necessary to buy coal for part 
of the fuel. The cane juice runs from the crushers to 
open boiling pans, where it is moved from pan to pan, 
concentrating the liquid, and throwing off the scum. 
It is then, when better than raw sugar is made, pumped 
to the vacuum pans, where a further concentration is 
made, and from the vacuum pans it is dropped to the 
line of centrifugals, which whiz out the molasses. The 
charges from the centrifugals, about 80 pounds each, 
were placed in a tray, and the tray mounted up to a 
woman's head, who transported it to the immense pack- 
ing bins, whence with shovels and feet, the sugar is 
packed in hogsheads for shipment. The molasses from 
the centrifugals is not sent to market for food. It 
would be of less harm than it is if they ran it into the 
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sea, for, as we were sorry to observe, they convert it 
into rum. 

The courteous manager had us to his house for rest 
and refreshments; seemed surprised that we desired 
Deither swizzels nor any kind of wines or spirits, but he 
covered all we needed with ice water and cake. We 
enjoyed our twilight return to the hotel, the road was 
lively with the coolies, who were now pretty much re- 
turned from their work. They wash before coming 
home, and when clean their skins look very nice and 
shining. 

Many of the drainage canals, which are not used for 
transportation, are covered with Victoria Regia, and as 
the shades of evening approached, the flowers were ex- 
panded and giving out their fragrance at the roadside. 
It is beyond my power to do justice to the various sub- 
jects which present to the mind, — in passing through 
this tropical world — and we go too hurriedly to be able 
to gmsp either the features of nature, which pass as a 
panorama before us, or the problems of human life, of 
which we get but a glimpse of the conspicuous points ; 
and it would stretch these letters to a greater tedious- 
ness to amplify what little we think we gather. 

On the 10th we were sumptuously entertained at 
lunch by our kind host. It would be interesting to 
describe the meal, but a private table is not a public 
one ; but I noticed the wine bottles were moved from 
the table before we reached it, which showed the cour- 
tesy of the host. He had by intuition the previous 
day at the club presumed, and then learned that I was 
an abstainer, from intoxicating drinks, and the refine- 
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ment of the family did not permit them to partake of 
that in which their guests could not join. As a house 
may be described more fully than a table, it may be 
mentioned that it stood at the corner of a street, with 
a moderate surrounding of yard, as is usual in towns, 
is raised some 10 feet above the ground, is' two stories 
in height, and about 65 feet square. The north side 
was divided with a small parlor at the west end, and 
the remainder in a large sitting-room. Along the east 
side, south of the sitting-room, was the ample and airy 
dining-room, about 40x25 feet. The parlor, sitting 
and dining-rooms comprised over 2,500 square feet, 
and as they communicated with each other, and with 
the gallery or veranda with ample doorways without 
doors, the feeling in sitting in any of the rooms was 
that of airiness. Storms and high winds, if any occur, 
are regulated by slat- work and shutters for the galleries. 

Towards evening, we had a pleasant ride in the 
Botanical Garden, which, as yet, is more like an un- 
finished park. Thence we went by the sea wall — an 
expensive piece of masonry at the level, along the sea 
— forming a cool resort for the citizens. 

The residences of the town are upon the same gen- 
eral plan, with a few of extra cost, but a frame build- 
ing perched upon stilts is conspicuous more for ampli- 
tude and coolness than architectural effect. The pri- 
vate gardens showed a love of flowers in the owners. 
We halted, by invitation, at one where a collection of 
orchids had been made, and in the adjoining garden 
saw the finest display w^e had yet seen of the gorgeous 
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bloom of the Bois Immortelle, a large tree, flaming as 
it were all over with the brightest red. 

Our ride terminated at the hotel, where we took 
leave of our kind and hospitable host, as the time for 
our boarding the steamer was at hand. 

A former letter alluded to the general view of the 
town, and to the climate and pleasant breeze prevail- 
ing. The weather had been very dry for some time, 
and great anxiety was felt on account of the crops, but 
during the night of the 9th heavy showers fell, which 
were acceptable to the people, but the weather was more 
oppressive in oousequence, and like our own sultry 
weather of the 8th month, so that even the residents 
thought the day very warm, but the therpaometer did 
not show much difference. 

We missed the buzzards, which are a feature of De- 
merara, as we saw but a few. They are said to return 
to the country in the dry weather and frequent the 
town in wet. 

Our vShip had hauled out in the stream, and there 
being no moon, the passage to it on pier and river was 
rather undesirable, but we accomplished it in safety 
about 8 o'clock, and in a short time were steaming 
down the river and bade farewell to Demerara. 



I 
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LETTER VIII. 

S. S. Barracouta, (at sea.) 

Third Month 23rd, 1885. 

" My home is on the ocean's bed, 
The God of Nature placed me there," 

Was the pretty inscription of that pure and gifted 
woman, Susanna Lightfoot, written beneath a gift of 
pressed sea-weed, to one of her scholars, more than thirty 
years ago. 

We are now once more on the home of the Gulf 
weed, passing through long lines of it with its pretty 
leaves and berries; but with a higher allotment in 
Nature, and an added accountability, this is not our 
resting place, and we are speeding our way towards at 
least our earthly home. 

The cable, as is frequently the case, was not working 
between Demerara and Trinidad, and' as a consequence 
there were no orders for freight for us, and we left 
with a light ship to pick up cargo among the islands. 
The seas were not high, but coming on our quarter 
with an empty ship, we rolled badly and did not enjoy 
the sail of the 11th towards Barbadoes. 

We, however, made the port in safety on the morn- 
ing of the 12th, and left in the afl^ernoon, meanwhile 
accomplishing the exchange of cables with Philadelphia 
in the course of seven hours, which, considering the 
many sections of the cable through the islands — some 
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of them in Spanish towns, where matters go slow — was 
something remarkable, and gratefully appreciated by 
us. 

The 13th found us at 5 o'clock in the morning off 
St. Lucia, but we met with a disappointment in our 
expectation of visiting this beautiful island, as we only 
exchanged mails and put off for Martinique. As we 
passed Diamond Rock our purser stated that during 
the war with the South, Semmes hid the "Alabama" 
behind it, and thus escaped a northern cruiser seeking 
her. 

We reached Martinique about ten, and met upon 
the wharf the party from our ship who had been so- 
journing upon Mont Rouge in our absence. They 
reported enjoying their residence there very much; 
had experienced but little difficulty in housekeeping, 
and with their conveyances which they took from St. 
Pierre, had had many pleasant rides in the surrounding 
country. 

We had time for another trip to the Garden, which 
was aided by the company of the superintendent, and 
we covered ground not reached in our former visit. 
We had also time for a bath, at the excellent bathing 
establishment, and, after lunch, were on board the 
steamer about three, and with another charming ride 
along the coast, bade farewell to beautiful, curious, 
oriental, deeply-interesting Martinique. 

The 14th we lay in the harbor of Antigua, but did 
not go ashore as the boat- ride was long, and we thought 
we had seen nearly all of the town and near surround- 
ings we were likely to find of interest. 
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Sharks and fish are to be seen in these waters. We 
had several showers of rain before night. The steve- 
dores in the hold were quite an entertainment to us, 
as they worked by song. They would gather round a 
hogshead, and before moving it strike up a song in 
full chorus, and when about half through set to work 
and put the hogshead in place while finishing the 
song. A few casks could then be put away with only 
the usual sailors' cries before another song was neces- 
sary. 

We sailed on First-day afternoon, the 15th, and 
were called at one on the morning of the 16th for 
another view of the Southern Cross on the meridian, 
before our northing should drop it upon the horizon, 
and at seven we were at Montserrat. 

The harbor being open, and the waters rather wavy, 
,our timidest one did not venture to leave the ship, but 
the rest of us took the risks and landed in a curious 
old town of low stone buildings, on narrow, crooked, 
turnpike streets, the whole place having a very ancient 
and not very opulent air. A small child was being 
bathed in the street while we waited for breakfast, by 
being placed under the public hydrant and the stream 
turned in full upon his head. The spectators were 
grave, but the victim screamed. 

Carriages being little used we took ponies and had a 
fine ride of an hour or more upon the hillside. One 
of the passengers went to the souffriere or extinct cra- 
ter, and returned with sulphur and stones and plants 
from it ; steam arises and hot water issues from the 
place. We paused on the beach to see the methods of 
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transferring the sugar to the ship. The boats are 
drawn on shore, turned on side, the cask rolled in, the 
boat righted, ten or more men conduct it through the 
surf, and two manage to jump in at the last, and go off 
with it. It would seem hard service for the boats, but 
the casks are not as large as usual. 

We were somewhat entertained by the number of 
collection books to which our attention was called on 
this island — sl feature of civilization we had seen little 
or nothing of since leaving home ; the first call was for 
a " Lending Library ;" another was for a carpet for a 
meeting-house, which seemed superfluous where they 
are not needed in houses ; another for an organ — en- 
tirely superfluous for Divine worship — ^and so on for 
various calls. It seemed to be " the thing to do" at 
this place to be carrying a collection book, but being 
well trained in such presentations, we were more 
amused than disturbed. 

We were again at Basse Terre on the 17th. Had 
another fine ride on St. Christophers while the steamer 
was taking in cargo, and in the afternoon sailed along 
this pretty ishmd with its lovely slopes of the sugar 
cane, and anchored off Sandy Point, some ten miles 
further north 

Next morning, as my party preferred resting to go- 
ing ashore, I landed in a rocking sea with a fellow- 
passenger, and we took ponies for the abandoned forti- 
fications, two miles distant, and 750 feet above the sea, 
on an isolated hill commanding the anchorage and 
landing-ground of this part of St. Christophers. The 
place has evidently been constructed at enormous cost 
5* 
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of labor, the amount of masonry being very great. 
The scenery from the summit is very fine. 

While waiting for the pony, a woman in a humble 
mansion informed that they paid three dollars a year 
for the use of the ground on which their house stood ; 
that her husband worked on the estate, and that when 
the crop was in or on, he got a shilling a day, and at 
other times not so much, and that it was not enough to 
support a family, and that she also sometimes worked 
in the field to help out. Her tale seemed truthful, and 
with an undercurrent of sadness, calling for sympathy. 

Two women who asked for aid said they were sick 
and unable to work. But matters seemed more pros- 
perous with a fisherman who sat on the beach mending 
his nets, and said he could earn ten and twelve dollars 
a week. 

Two of our passengers took guides and made an ex- 
cursion to the crater, and their report late in the even- 
ing was one of hardships endured. The guides were 
not very well posted, and the one who knew the most 
of the way incapacitated himself by drinking to intoxi- 
cation on the road ; but the summit w4s reached and 
the crater descended to the bottom, some 1000 feet be- 
low, and the sulphur spring found : but in returning, 
the blazed way was missed and the party was lost. 

After working to no purpose for a time with the 
guides, who were so frightened that the intoxicates! 
one rolled on the ground and the other fell on his knees 
in prayer, the young men abandoned them, and by a 
pocket compass took a westerly course till they came 
to a ravine which they knew must go to the sea, and 
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they concluded to follow it. Meanwhile a heavy rain- 
storm set in, which drenched them thoroughly, and 
every bush they laid hold of poured showers upon 
them. In the ravine they frequently dropped and slid 
down twenty or thirty feet at a time as best they could. 
Reaching a pipe at last, which they knew must lead to 
a habitation, they followed it, and through much exer- 
tion brought up at dark at a sugar estate three miles 
from the ship, whose manager kindly brought them by 
carriage the rest of the way. They made a narrow 
escape, and were much exhausted, but dry clothes and 
dinner revived them. The guides probably remained 
in the mountain and woods all night, but when sober 
and with the rising sun for a guide, could work them- 
selves out to the settlements somewhere. 

We left Sandy Point on the 10th, calling a few min- 
utes at Basse Terre and thence to Nevis, anchoring at 
its port, Charlestown. The town is of ancient make, 
narrow, crooked streets, houses stone for the first story, 
and yards walled in, in the usual ugly fashion. 

Carriages are scarce at this place, and we failed of 
conveyances, but one of our party got a ride in a spare 
seat of an earlier applicant, and the rest entertained 
themselves equally well at the Ruined Bath Hotel just 
outside the town, a massive piece of architecture, now 
almost in ruins, the history of which we could not 
ascertain with any degree of certainty. We were told 
that it was originally built as a palatial residence at a 
cost of £30,000, and on the death of the owner was 
purchased and used for an invalid resort because of the 
sulphur, hot and tepid baths, and had gradually gone 
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into decay and been very much plundered of the wood- 
work for building material ; the present owner bought 
it for £50, we are told, and rebuilt the little house over 
the hot spring, the only thing in order. The old man- 
sion or hotel is on the side of a hill, with terraced ap- 
proaches of heavy masonry and wide stone flights of 
steps, and with rear entrances to the third floor from 
the ground. The building is about 150x60, con- 
structed like a castle, and with broad halls and large 
rooms commanding exquisite views from nearly every 
window ; cooking rooms were on every floor in outside 
towers or parapets. The roofs are laid with stone and 
are in good condition, and if the woodwork had not 
been torn out, the place would no doubt have remained 
sound to this day, excepting, perhaps, the piazzas in 
the front. An ancient colored man presides with his 
family over the place, has a few rooms in fair condi- 
tion, and furnishes good meals. 

The sulphur water bubbles prettily up in the little 
house below the mansion and is clear and warm, a lit- 
tle above blood heat, and the bather finds it more con- 
venient to lower himself into the water gradually than 
to plunge, but it is not scalding. The injunction in 
bathing is to not remain in more than ten minutes. 
The bath is said to be curative of rheumatism. 

This afternoon a poor colored man asked for a con- 
tribution to his collecting book for the mission, and it 
was somewhat surprising to learn that the mission was 
to send the Gospel to the heathen in other lands, seeing 
there is hardly enough money among the poor of this 
place for bread at the present time. On questioning, the 
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man admitted that their men drank too much spirits, and 
that of men and women too many lacked virtue ; but 
to the suggestion that missionary labor be spent at home 
he thought that these sins could not be stopped. It 
did not seem worth while to try to bring to the com- 
prehension of this child in religion, that He who died 
that he and all of us might live, died also for the 
heathen, and would bring them to himself as they co- 
operated with the measure of light and grace that was 
given them ; and that although messengers might go 
and tell them of the sacred History, it would be of 
little avail unless the call for the service was from on 
high and the blessing went with the labor, and the 
true seed in the hearers was reached. So a few pence 
were given him to make him feel comfortable, with the 
added advice, to be concerned to labor in the field at 
home. 

We made a third call at Antigua for our final cargo, 
and then being fully loaded, steamed away towards the 
evening of the 20th for New York. 
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LETTER IX. 

S. S. Barracouta, off Chesapeake Bay, 

Third Month 26th, 1885. 

We were favored with three days of delightful sail- 
ing on the ocean after leaving Antigua, with moonlight 
evenings ; but the night of the 23d brought us upon 
the southern end of a probable storm further north, and 
on the 24th we had a magnificent sea, the bow taking 
water about every third pitch, which was interesting 
to those that enjoyed it, but less so to those who could 
not; but now it is again pleasant sailing for all. The 
thermometer has lowered 20 degrees or more, and sum- 
mer clothing has given place to winter wear. We are 
skirting along a little to the west of the Gulf stream, 
a few hours' run having changed the sea temperature 
from 68° to 48°, and as we near our desired port, are 
counting the probable remaining hours of the voyage. 

Our retrospect is one of enjoyment and regret, — en- 
joyment as we recall the various features of the little 
that we had time to see, and regret that so much has 
remained unseen, and that our transient calls gave us 
a knowledge so incomplete and so very superficial, that 
detailed descriptions could hardly be attempted, and 
opinions are unsafe to form. 

The climate at this season is a thorough delight to 
the senses, and the scenery of the islands must remain 
a feast so long as it can be remembered. 
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Though the climate is inviting, it has its perils ; one 
of our passengers got her feet and skirts wet at the ship 
side one morning, in going ashore, and neglected the 
caution to replace with dry clothes at once ; she also 
added to the risks by dressing too lightly the next day, 
and suflTered from intermittent fever for a week, but, 
happily, recovered. 

The skies are bright and almost cloudless, but show- 
ers drop from them without notice, and a few voyages 
ago, if we have the account correct, a hale and hearty 
man got wet in the harbor of Antigua, between ship 
and shore, took sick, and died on the homeward voy- 
age, and, as there were no means of preserving the 
body at command, it was committed to the depths of 
the sea. 

We found accommodations on shore for such time 
and places as we required; but the hotels are limited 
in size, and a party of several in number, attempting 
to go through the islands with the intention of stop- 
ping at different points, must count upon great uncer- 
tainty in finding lodgings, and be prepared to distribute 
themselves through several places. The large hotel at 
Barbadoes may solve the problem there when finished, 
but of this the time cannot be depended on, for at our 
second call the flags were at half-mast because a cable 
had been that morning received that the owner, a promi- 
nent merchant, had died in England, where he was 
visiting. The attractions, however, of these islands, 
their climate, productions and scenery, will, no doubt, 
draw considerable American travel through them if 
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the steamer lines are maintained, and, by a slow pro- 
cess, hotels will increase. 

The cost of travelling is about the same as an average 
journey elsewhere ; labor is cheap in the abstract, but 
exceptions are made, as is usual, in the case of strangers. 

I felt justified occasionally in reducing the claims 
and demands of boatmen and others twenty per cent, 
or more, and then considered our debts settled on the 
basis of two hundred cents on the dollar. Carriage 
hire is about as in the States, and hotel and restaurant 
rates are not very different. 

Financially and commercially the situation of the 
islands is one of great depression, especially for those 
which have not varied their productions materially be- 
yond the one article of sugar cane. If the German and 
French governments persist in their policy of promoting 
the production of beet root sugar, and if their funds 
hold out for paying the cost of the bonus given for it, 
the island situation will grow worse and worse till the 
cultivation of cane is reduced to the basis of the world's 
consumption. 

The estates which are free from debt and have suffi- 
cient working capital will weather the long season of 
depression, and when the tide turns be again remuner- 
ative. Many of the estates, however, are conducted on 
the objectionable system of most of the American man- 
ufacturing establishments, too much in debt for their 
plant, and dependent on the advances of commi&sion 
men for their working capital, a system which brings 
insolvency in dull times and loss to the unsecured 
creditors. Capital is constitutionally and properly 
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timid, and some of the estates are unable to command 
enough assistance to work them, through the fear of 
the banking interests that the crop may not pay the cost 
of planting and reaping and manufacturing. Wages, 
of course, for the laboring classes have gone down seri- 
ously, and this curtails the sales in the shops, and 
reacts on the sales and profits of the importers. 

A besetting sin of every place we visited is that of 
the free use of spirituous and malt liquors. A reason 
is generally assigned for every bad habit, and the 
climate is pleaded for this; there is, perhaps, a grain 
of basis for it, but what there is, is vastly overstretched. 
The common people pester strangers for something 
with which to drink their health ; and the educated 
cannot sit down for conversation among themselves 
without bottles and glasses between them, and the con- 
sumption is enormous. 

In one colony of 300,000, of which the percentage of 
whites is probably less than five, of one brand of brandy 
alone, the importation reaches $75,000. There are, 
doubtless, several other brands of brandy. Wine, no 
doubt, largely exceeds the brandy, and ale and beer 
come in by the cargo, and little or none of the expensive 
drinks reach the blacks. There are, however, numer- 
ous liquor shops for the poor, all duly licensed, and 
thus there is full sweep for drinking; but strange to 
say, neither prince nor peasant could be charged with 
showing drunkenness. It is true that in one town the 
blacks seemed dull and heavy at night, but in the 
morning all seemed clear headed, buoyant, bright and 
elastic; and of the merchant class there was no impair- 
6 
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ment whatever detected. The climate which is charged 
with the necessity of this general drinking, very likely 
gets the credit of enabling the people to carry it, but 
the thing is vicious, overdone, and cannot be other than 
hurtful. 

Schools appear to be maintained in rather a crude 
shape, and can only be elementary, and boys and girls 
of the better classes are sent " Home" which means Eng- 
land, for even the natives of several generations, or to 
Germany, for education. Apparently the educated 
.classes — white and black — are the peers of any nation in 
refinement, capacity and information, and they excel in 
hospitality and genial nature. 

Depressed as the poor are, through unreasonably low 
wages, they seem for the most part comfortable in their 
lot, happy and good natured ; we heard some loud talking 
but did not see a blow struck, although there were cases 
of disagreement and clashing among boatmen and in 
crowded places, which would not have been so peacefully 
worked through by the same class elsewhere. 

Labor and capital the world over are at variance, 
and are at variance here. The planters say the negro 
will not work continuously, that he will work till he 
has a little money, then lay off till it is spent. 

The laborers say they cannot get work to do, and 
that they are only paid a shilling a day or less. More 
ambition to make and save money, acquire property and 
better their condition, seems to be needed among the 
laborers, and more sympathy, interest and generosity 
among the employers. 

We expected to find a greater profuseness in tropical 
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vegetation than we saw, more fruit trees and more 
jungle, but reflection alFords the reason in the fact that 
all the available land, or nearly all, is cultivated for 
sugar cane, and as in prosperous times land for this 
purpose has been worth from $200 to ^800 per acre 
and most of the islands have been cultivated for long 
periods, probably all over a hundred years, the waste 
places have been cleaned out and only those parts left 
in their native wildness which were distant from the 
ports or otherwise unprofitable for culture. 

We had no knowledge upon which to base our ex- 
pectations of the general scenery in the islands, but the 
casual incidents and brief descriptions of merchants 
and travellers who have been through them, and these 
had given but little shape to our imaginings of what 
we should see. True, we had read Kingsley with rea- 
sonable industry, and other sources of information had 
been at command, but our ideas were indefinite. They 
began to take shape, however, as our eyes first rested 
upon the slopes of St. Christopher's on that glorious 
morning whose daybreak found us in the harbor of 
Basse Terre, and from the deck of the Barracouta in 
great delight we contemplated the scenery spread out 
before us. 

As day by day we skirted the various islands and 
beheld the magnificent mountains, the rugged but ver- 
dure-clad rocks and precipices, the ravines and slopes, 
and the ever-beautiful cane fields ; or, as we rode from 
time to time among the plantations, with novelties at 
every turn, and over the hills and up the mountain 
roads, with ever-changing scenes of fields and valleys, 
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and glimpses of the harbors and the sea, we realized 
that whatever might have been told us, we had not 
conceived the half of what we found. 
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LETTER X. 

Philadelphia, Fifth Month 1st, 1885. 

Some weeks have elapsed since we quitted the Bar- 
racouta, and though no pitchings of the writing table 
or fresh sea breezes disturbing the paper have had to 
be contended with, other matters have delayed the 
concluding letter. 

Upon our first ride on the island of St. Christopher, 
our minds naturally reverted to the past, when the dark 
cloud of slavery rested on all the West Indies, and we 
realized that we had entered upon historic grounds, 
to which a little over fifty years ago the civilized 
world turned with momentous interest. 

We were now among a people whose fathers and 
mothers were enslaved, and, as we passed from estate 
to estate, and considered that the lust of power in the 
human heart could in these surroundings find favor- 
able conditions, and plausible reasons for oppression of 
a weaker race, we mentally queried : were the people 
really free? 

Our observations did not reach the political status 
of the different classes of the inhabitants, nor did we 
see beneath the surface of society, but so far as we did 
observe, there is genuine freedom in its public sense, 
and the social status of the races is far better equalized 
than in the American States. 

A brutal age of the world established African slav- 
6* 
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ery, and though the latter years of the eighteenth and 
the early years of the nineteenth century were marked 
by advancing ideas of national liberty, and of the 
refinements of civilization, yet the sensibilities of the 
people on the subject of slavery were still much dead- 
ened through being long accustomed to it, and the 
system was supposed to be inseparable from a profitable 
tilling of the land in countries where the negroes were 
the best suited to the climate. As we rode along it 
was a pleasing theme to dwell upon, that notwithstand- 
ing all this and the great vested interests intimately 
connected with the institution of slavery, the great 
English heart had been aroused by the presentations 
of high principle and justice brought to bear upon it, 
by the handful of earnest, devoted, untiring, divinely 
assisted men who espoused the negroes' cause, and that 
after many waverings, slavery was rooted from the 
nation's breast and the shackles forever stricken from 
England's slaves. 

The Republic of America has no such brilliant record 
of moral triumph. There were men as earnest, as de- 
voted, as far-seeing as the anti-slavery men of England, 
but the ruling Ameriean heart was too corrupt to yield 
to them. True, the slave power of America was a poli- 
tical element of the nation, to a degree unknown in 
England, but while England was honest and straight 
forward, America was time-serving and compromising, 
and through compromising made a conflict inevitable. 
The compromising raised hopes of domination which 
the progress of the age could not admit of; failure of 
hopes produced wounded pride ; wounded pride resulted 
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in recklessness, and the black man in America emerged 
from slavery at the cost of untold millions of the nation's 
treasure, — ^at the far greater cost of the moral degrada- 
tion of the people, and at the dreadful cost of a carnage 
of thousands on thousands of white men by the hands 
of each other, ushering souls within the confines of 
eternity in a state of preparation for appearing at the 
judgment seat too awful to contemplate. 

The history of the struggle in England of the light 
of liberty with the dark spirit of slavery, is too long 
for condensation in a few lines, but is interestingly 
told in the memoirs of Thomas Fowell Buxton, on 
whose shoulders fell the mantle of William Wilberforce. 
Suffice it to say, that the 1st of Eighth Month, 1834, 
was decreed as the day on which " slavery shall cease, 
and be unlawful in the Briti.sh Colonies, plantations 
and possessions;" and as that day drew on, great anx- 
iety prevailed in England, for the enemies of the cause 
had predicted bloodshed, rioting, drunkenness and con- 
fusion as the sure result of emancipation. Buxton when 
asked before the House of Lords, "If emancipation 
were to take place to-day, what would the negroes do 
to-morrow?'^ replied, "To-morrow they would I think 
take a holiday ; so they would on Saturday ; on Monday 
I expect they would go to work, if you paid them for 
it.'' 

Intense must have been the strain upon Buxton's 
mind as the great day approached. Five days before, 
being First-day, he wished to have a season of deep re- 
tirement of soul, of earnest prayer and close communion 
with his God, and for this purpose went to a Friends' 
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meeting, and after deep humiliation as to a sense of 
himself, he prayed for the ^'outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit on those 700,000 oppressed and persecuted chil- 
dren of our common Father, who will be liberated on 
that day/' 

The eventful day came and went. No magic wire 
beneath the seas then flashed the daily news of distant 
climes, and no swift running steamships then brought 
the weekly mails, but they were carried on the slower 
wings of the uncertain winds. 

" He was at Northrepps Hall, when on the 10th of 
September, a large pile of letters came in with the Colo- 
nial stamps upon them. Well knowing that they would 
contain the long looked-for intelligence, he took them, 
still sealed, in his hand, and walked out into the wood, 
desiring no witness but One, of the emotion and anxiety 
he experienced. He opened them ; and deep, indeed, 
was his joy and gratitude to God, when he found that 
one letter after another was filled with accounts of the 
admirable conduct of the negroes on the great day of 
freedom. Throughout the Colonies the churches and 
chapels had been thrown open, and the slaves had 
crowded into them on the evening of the 31st of July. 
As the hour of midnight approached they fell upon 
their knees and awaited the solemn moment, all hushed 
in silent prayer. When twelve sounded from the chapel 
bells, they sprang upon their feet, and through every 
island rang the glad sound of thanksgiving to the 
Father of all, for the chains were broken, and the slaves 
were free ! " 
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As predicted by Buxton, the negroes peaceably re- 
sumed their work the following week. 

Returning to the incidents of our journey but little 
remains to be said on subjects not already touched upon. 
As at home, so in travelling, whether on shipboard or 
on shore, we find pictures of the varied aspects of human 
life and of human allotments. 

Among the ship's company of passengers and officers 
and servants, there were those with whom life had not 
been all enjoyment, and with whom the dispensations of 
sufferings and afflictions and disappointments had left 
their traces. 

In the counting-house of a wealthy merchant, I 
listened to a tale of great affliction in the loss of his 
wife, and narrow escape of his own life through a 
recent fire, which destroyed his residence, a dispensation 
which had left a chastened spirit and a depth of sorrow 
touching the sympathies of any heart. Sitting by the 
side of many of the merchants, a quietness of spirit and 
subduedness of feeling was often felt, evincing an atmos- 
phere of thoughtfulness. 

Among the blacks there occasionally cropped out a 
sentiment of religion in pleasant contrast of much that 
was careless and frivolous. On Nevis Island a trav- 
eller reported that having asked for a glass of water 
at a house by the roadside, and finding that it had cost 
some trouble to get it, as the cistern had to be unlocked 
for the purpose, he expressed regret for the trouble he 
had given, and was answered, " We are told 'to enter- 
tain strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels 
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A poor woman near Sandy Point, who said she was 
sick, and asked for aid, on being questioned what she 
depended on for a living, replied, " On the mercies 
of God." 

Doubtless through the islands, as elsewhere, there 
is much of that form of religious conversation, which 
Dymond somewhere speaks of as one of the banes of 
the religious world ! And, doubtless, there is much 
that is irreligious among all classes, but that there is 
no religion cannot be believed, and it would be a cheer- 
ing thing if the seed that does exist could ha so watered 
so as to flourish more conspicuously. 

About three o'clock on the morning of the 27th 
of Third Month, we awoke by the stopping of the 
engine for the taking on of the pilot, and looking out, 
could see the lights of the New Jersey coast, and by 
daylight we were nearing Sandy Hook. 

No tall Palmistes waved a welcome from the High- 
lands of the bay, and no waving canefields spread their 
soft green colors before us, but the clean shaved banks 
of the harbor looked pleasant to us on that frosty 
morning, for they were our native land. 

The transfer boat landed us at the Battery about 
10 o'clock, and refreshed by the exceeding beauty of 
the portion of our Heavenly Father's footstool which 
we had been permitted to look upon, — furnished with 
new themes for reflection in thoughtful hours, by the 
ever changing views of life and Nature's wonders, — 
dipped in human sympathy with the trials and cares 
of those among whom we had journeyed, whether of 
the merchant princes or the lowly peasants, — raised 
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a little in a feeble tribute of adoration of the majesty 
of Him " who taketh up the isles as a very little thing/^ 
but bowed in spirit in a measure of reverent thankful- 
ness for the unmerited blessing vouchsafed us of pre- 
servation from all perils, we close our Cruise among 
the Windward Islands. 
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